




Time Charts How can you organize for your
study the years and years of  time that relate to
what you read in Scripture? Time Charts provide vi-
sual overviews of  important chronological topics in
the Bible. The final pages of  the New Testament
warn of  Jerusalem’s demise, and “The Fate of
Jerusalem” (p. 1417) charts Jerusalem’s rocky course
of  events from the temple’s desecration by Anti-
ochus IV to the city being renamed Aelia Capitolina
as a Roman colony.

Maps Maps provide knowledge of  the geography
of  biblical times. Dozens of  in-text maps appear
throughout The Chronological Study Bible showing
the Bible lands as the ancient peoples knew them.
In “The Hyksos Empire” (p. 57) you will see that
during patriarchal times foreigners ruled a region
encompassing Egypt as well as Palestine, which
was then known as “Retenu.”

Scripture References References at the top of
each page help you locate the Bible passages ap-
pearing on a particular page. On each page with
scripture, the first and last verse starting on that
page are indicated.

Cultural and Historical Topics Are you inter-
ested in the lives of  ancient peoples? Do you want to
learn about their daily customs? The gods and god-
desses they worshiped? The places where they lived
and worked? The writings they read? The peoples,
rulers, and nations that affected their lives? Cultural
and Historical Topics (p. 1431) will help you locate
such information in the Background Notes.

Glossary The Background Notes mention certain
names, places, and things that are unfamiliar to us
today. The brief  descriptions and explanations of
these subjects in the Glossary (p. 1449) provide clari-
fication when you need it.

Concordance and Index of Scripture Passages
A 195-page concordance (including people and
places) allows you to look up passages by the words
they contain (p. 1469). The Index of  Scripture Pas-
sages (p. 1665) follows the concordance, and pro-
vides a guide to page numbers for all of  the Bible
passages in the chronological arrangement.

Reading a Chronological Text
This study Bible’s attempt to rearrange the Bible
text in the order of  the events it narrates will proba-
bly highlight some difficulties that many Bible
readers have never noticed. The Bible as it really is,
not as we have imaginatively harmonized it in our
minds, may be a bit unsettling at first. But to recog-
nize such problems will only help readers better ap-
preciate the efforts of  serious biblical scholars to in-
terpret the Bible. One goal of  The Chronological
Study Bible is to help Bible readers join the scholars’
quest for historical truth.

Rearranging the Bible is, of  course, a fallible
human effort. Even those who have earned ad-
vanced degrees in the various fields of  biblical
studies would disagree on any particular rearrange-
ment. The editors of  The Chronological Study Bible
have been forced at times to make hard decisions, to
choose one location at the neglect of  another that is
equally plausible. In such instances, an honest ef-
fort has been made to acknowledge another possi-
ble arrangement and to present its case fairly. This
allows readers to decide the issues for themselves.

In the case of  debated issues The Chronologi-
cal Study Bible avoids presenting a single, biased
perspective. Rather, it treats evenhandedly the en-
tire spectrum of  credible opinion on disputed mat-
ters. It takes with equal seriousness the views of
traditional, conservative Bible students and those of
modern, critical scholarship. No attempt is made to
persuade readers that one particular view is correct;
that determination is ultimately their prayerful and
thoughtful responsibility.

Rearranging the order of  the Bible’s books
may appear to some readers to be a violation of  the
integrity of  the Bible. The goal of  The Chronologi-
cal Study Bible is not to replace the time-honored
canonical arrangement, but instead to honor time as
the setting in which the biblical record appeared.
Readers who study this Bible will return to their
traditional Bibles better equipped to read them. No
longer will its words be disconnected holy pro-
nouncements out of  the blue. They will be seen for
what they really are: words “fitly spoken ... like ap-
ples of  gold in settings of  silver” (Prov. 25:11). To
acquire a sense of  the flow of  the Bible’s story will
put flesh and blood on its message.
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