
were the ones who were numbered of  the families
of  the Kohathites, all who might serve in the tab-
ernacle of  meeting, whom Mo ses and Aaron
numbered according to the commandment of  the
LORD by the hand of  Mo ses.

38And those who were numbered of  the sons
of  Gershon, by their families and by their fa-
thers’ house, 39from thirty years old and above,
even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the
service for work in the tabernacle of  meeting—
40those who were numbered by their families, by
their fathers’ house, were two thousand six hun-
dred and thirty. 41These are the ones who were
numbered of  the families of  the sons of  Gershon,
of  all who might serve in the tabernacle of  meet-
ing, whom Mo ses and Aaron numbered accord-
ing to the commandment of  the LORD.

42Those of  the families of  the sons of  Merari
who were numbered, by their families, by their
fathers’ house, 43from thirty years old and above,
even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the
service for work in the tabernacle of  meeting—
44those who were numbered by their families
were three thousand two hundred. 45These are
the ones who were numbered of  the families of
the sons of  Merari, whom Mo ses and Aaron
numbered ac cord ing to the word of  the LORD by
the hand of  Mo ses.

46All who were num bered of  the Levites,
whom Mo ses, Aaron, and the leaders of  Is rael
numbered, by their families and by their fathers’
houses, 47from thirty years old and above, even to
fifty years old, everyone who came to do the
work of  service and the work of  bearing bur-
dens in the tabernacle of  meeting— 48those who
were numbered were eight thousand five hun-
dred and eighty.

49Ac cord ing to the commandment of  the
LORD they were numbered by the hand of  Mo ses,
each according to his service and according to
his task; thus were they numbered by him, as the
LORD commanded Mo ses.

Ceremonially Unclean Persons Isolated

5 1And the LORD spoke to Mo ses, saying:
2“Com mand the children of  Is rael that they

put out of  the camp every leper, everyone who
has a dis charge, and whoever becomes de filed by
a corpse. 3You shall put out both male and female;
you shall put them outside the camp, that they
may not defile their camps in the midst of  which
I dwell.” 4And the children of  Is rael did so, and
put them outside the camp; as the LORD spoke to
Mo ses, so the children of  Is rael did.

Confession and Restitution
5Then the LORD spoke to Mo ses, saying,

6“Speak to the children of  Is rael: ‘When a man or

woman commits any sin that men commit in un-
faith ful ness against the LORD, and that person is
guilty, 7then he shall confess the sin which he has
committed. He shall make restitution for his tres-
pass in full, plus one-fifth of  it, and give it to the
one he has wronged. 8But if  the man has no rel a -
tive to whom restitution may be made for the
wrong, the restitution for the wrong must go to
the LORD for the priest, in addition to the ram of
the atonement with which atonement is made for
him. 9Every of fer ing of  all the holy things of  the
children of  Is rael, which they bring to the priest,
shall be his. 10And every man’s holy things shall
be his; whatever any man gives the priest shall
be his.’ ”

Concerning Unfaithful Wives
11And the LORD spoke to Mo ses, saying,

12“Speak to the children of  Is rael, and say to them:
‘If  any man’s wife goes astray and behaves un-
faith fully toward him, 13and a man lies with her
carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of  her hus-
band, and it is concealed that she has defiled her-
self, and there was no witness against her, nor was
she caught— 14if  the spirit of  jealousy comes
upon him and he becomes jeal ous of  his wife, who
has defiled herself; or if  the spirit of  jealousy
comes upon him and he becomes jealous of  his
wife, although she has not defiled herself— 15then
the man shall bring his wife to the priest. He shall
bring the offering required for her, one-tenth of  an
ephah of  barley meal; he shall pour no oil on it
and put no frankincense on it, because it is a grain
offering of  jealousy, an offering for remembering,
for bring ing iniquity to remembrance.

16‘And the priest shall bring her near, and set
her before the LORD. 17The priest shall take holy
water in an earthen vessel, and take some of  the
dust that is on the floor of  the tabernacle and put
it into the water. 18Then the priest shall stand the
woman before the LORD, uncover the woman’s
head, and put the offering for remembering in her
hands, which is the grain offering of  jealousy.
And the priest shall have in his hand the bitter
water that brings a curse. 19And the priest shall
put her under oath, and say to the woman, “If  no
man has lain with you, and if  you have not gone
astray to unclean ness while under your husband’s
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Culture & Society
An ordeal is a way of  deciding whether a
person is innocent or guilty. Whether the
person is harmed or safe under a particular
trial is supposed to reveal guilt or innocence.
Ordeals were common in the ancient Middle
East. The Bible describes only one ordeal
(Num. 5:17–28). In it, the punishment as well
as the determination of  guilt is referred to
God (5:21, 22, 27).
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